432          A gl°w of genealogical enthusiasm.     [Nov. 4.
Aitc/tinlcck, has no relation to the natural appearance of it. I believe every Celtick name of a place will be found very descriptive. Auchinleck does not signify a stony field, as he has said, but a field of flag stones; and this place has a number of rocks, which abound in strata of that kind. The ' sullen dignity of the old castle,' as he has forcibly expressed it, delighted him exceedingly1. On one side of the rock on which its ruins stand, runs the river Lugar, which is here of considerable breadth, and is bordered by other high rocks, shaded with wood. On the other side runs a brook, skirted in the same manner, but on a smaller scale. I cannot figure a more romantick scene.
I felt myself elated here, and expatiated to my illustrious Mentor on the antiquity and honourable alliances of my family, and on the merits of its founder, Thomas Boswell, who was highly favoured by his sovereign, James IV. of Scotland, and fell with him at the battle of Flodden-fickV; and in the glow of what, I am sensible, will, in a commercial age, be considered as genealogical enthusiasm, did not omit to mention what I was sure my friend would not think lightly of, my relation3 to the Royal Personage, whose liberality, on his accesssion to the throne, had given him comfort and independence*. I have, in a former page6,
! ' Lord Auchinleck has built a house of hewn stone, very stately and durable, and has advanced the value of his lands with great tenderness to his tenants. I was, however, less delighted with the elegance of the modern mansion, than with the sullen dignity of the old castle,' Johnson's Works, ix. 159. 'The house is scarcely yet finished, but very magnificent and very convenient.' Pioszi Letters, i. 201. Sec ante, \, 535.
3 See aiilc, ii. 473, and v. 103.
3 The relation, it should seem, was remote even for Scotland. Their common ancestor was Robert Bruce, some sixteen generations back. Boswcll's mother's grandmother was a Bruce of the Earl of Kincardine's family, and so also was his father's mother, Rogcrs's Basivelli-ana, pp. 4, 5.
1 • He refers to Johnson's pension, which was given nearly two years after George Ill's accession.   Ante, i. 430.
8 Ante, p, 57.
acknowledgedore;' and i. 122, where he described 'a man of a great deal of knowledge of the world, fresh from life, not strained through books.'
